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Grand Knight’s Message:

Dear Brother Knights,

As my term as Grand Knight draws to a close, I want to express my deepest gratitude for the honor and
privilege of serving our Council. It has been a true joy to lead such a dedicated group of men committed to our
principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. I am profoundly happy to have served in this role and
will carry the memories of our shared accomplishments and fellowship with me always.

During the recent State Convention on Mackinac Island, there was a stunning and disappointing display in
which a $8 increase in per capita was rammed through. A voice vote was called and it was questionable if the
matter actually passed. It was deeply disheartening to witness how the matter was handled with little advance
notice or meaningful discussion. An attempt to speak on the matter by PGK Andrew Wegener was ignored by
State Deputy Barry Borsenik, and after the so called vote was called the behavior toward PGK was
reprehensible. Following the events statements by State Secretary Vern Miron stating that “the Knights are not a
charity” and that the increase is needed to pay for lavish trips to Las Vegas for state leadership are in direct
contrast to the true intentions of the Knights of Columbus. While the Knights are not a charity, charity is a pillar
of our foundation, and being a good steward of our money is paramount to secure the financial well-being in the
future.

Per capita is the fee the council pays to the state for each member of the council. In light of this sudden surprise,
our Council has decided it will not be paying the additional dues this year. We will pay the old amount this
year. We will instead be reevaluating a possible increase in our local Council dues next year to help compensate
for the shortfall. More will come on a possible increase later.

I see the events that happened as a call to action for the men of the Knights to get more involved. In order to
change the cultural problems that were on display at the convention we need men to step up and go further in
the Knights. There are open officer positions available for those who are interested in doing something more. It
is a great first step in getting more involved and gives you a further ability to direct the forward motion of not
only council 788 but where the Knights of Columbus goes in the future. The men of today will shape the
Knights perception of not only our sons but the community at large.

As we move forward, I am pleased to welcome Brendon Basiga, who will be assuming the role of Grand Knight
at the end of next month. Brendon is a man of strong character and dedication, and I have every confidence he
will lead our Council with distinction. I ask all of you to give him your full support as he takes on this important
responsibility.



Thank you again for your friendship, your hard work, and your commitment to the Knights of Columbus. It has
been an honor to serve alongside each of you.

Vivat Jesus!
Fraternally yours,

Andrew Oliver
Grand Knight
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Your generous sponsorship allows the Council to print and mail newsletters to those members who do not have access
to email or the internet, as well as to distribute a supply of printed newsletters which are displayed in information

racks at St. Gerard Church and Columbus Hall. Thank you for your support!

(Names listed by Last, then First. List updated June 1, 2026).



Supreme Chaplain's Monthly Challenge

“Whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me.” (Gospel for June 28, Mt 10:38).

Our fallen human condition involves a measure of suffering and trials. Our commitment as disciples of
Jesus, Scripture tells us, necessarily means taking up our own crosses willingly. God will grant us the strength
to endure all trials if we remain faithful, and our suffering can prove redemptive if we accept it and unite it to
the passion of Christ. This doesn’t mean we can’t take steps to alleviate our suffering, but we are called to
courageously bear our crosses, even when faced with persecution, and to thereby participate in the saving work
of Christ.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet each day with the intention of uniting
your daily sufferings with Christ’s passion and in solidarity with all persecuted Christians around the world.

Questions for Reflection:

Do you carry your cross willingly, or do you feel it is forced upon you? Where do you turn when you
need help with the weight of your cross? To prayer and the sacraments? To your family, friends and brother
Knights?

*USA* T Novena to the

TH

ANNIVERSARY Sacred Heart
e of Jesus

Brother Knight,
Join brother Knights in prayer as the United States turns 2501

Leading up to America’s 250th anniversary this summer, the U.5. bishops will
consecrate the nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. All American Knights and
their families are encouraged to participate.

You're invited to join us in a novena — nine days of prayer — from June
3-11, concluding with the consecration of the country on the eve of the
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart.

Sign up here to participate in the novena to receive each day’s prayers via email:
https://www.kofc.org/get-involved/celebrating-america-250-anniversary/



https://www.kofc.org/get-involved/celebrating-america-250-anniversary/

Knight of the Month
Don Coopper

Family of the Month
The Goeddeke Family

Please consider attending the next council meeting, scheduled for
June 9, 2026 at 7:00 PM at Columbus Hall.




Program Director’s Comments

June is a month of transition; as I move from my role as the Deputy Grand Knight/Program Director,
into my role as the new Grand Knight, there is much to be done — all of which I am deeply grateful to accept
and humbled to have received. I continue to be privileged and excited about the opportunity to continue serving
this generous Council into the future.

In addition to my transition, our Council is excited to announce that Brother Knight Brian McLaughlin
will be taking up the reigns as the Deputy Grand Knight for the coming year. Brian is a man of deep
commitment and has always been willing to serve, all while attending to his young family. We are very excited
to have Brian join us as our incoming Deputy Grand Knight.

Brother Knight Don Cooper has gone above-and-beyond, as is his nature, and has generously agreed to
be our new Warden and new Editor of the Newsletter. I have known Don as a close, personal, friend for nearly
twenty years. He has always acquitted himself with integrity and the utmost professionalism — and I could carry
on for pages praising his qualities. Suffice to say, we are grateful for Don’s enthusiasm and passionate
dedication.

Vivat Jesus!
Brendon Basiga

Deputy Grand Knight/Program Director
(517) 282-8351

June, 2026 LCA President’s Comments

Our recent Bingo on April 30" and our Cinco de Mayo event on May 5" drew in big crowds! I want to
thank all the volunteers and everyone who attended for making these events both enjoyable and profitable.

June is here and we are entering a slow period for LCA events as we all look to enjoy the summer
weather. Our next event is Bingo on Thursday, June 25" and then the Car Show on Saturday, September 121,
Be sure to get both of these dates on your calendar and plan to join us at Columbus Hall.

Please follow our Facebook page “Knights of Columbus #788 — Columbus Hall” or click the link
https://www.facebook.com/61551675216747/. This is a great way to stay informed of both council and
corporation events.

Andy Goeddeke
LCA President
(517)202-3618


https://www.facebook.com/61551675216747/

Proposed FY 2026-27 Council Budget

As June is upon us, Council 788 will be voting on the bidet for the coming calendar year. We encourage
all of our members to read through the proposed budget and attend our coming meeting to voice any feedback.

COUNCIL #788 2026-27 Fiscal Year
Proposed 26-27 25-26 Year-to-Date ' 25-26 BUDGETED
LINE | RECEIPTS/! | DISBURS/ RECEIPTS/ | DISBURS/ RECEIPTS/ | DISBURS/
i CATEGORY REVENUE EXPEND REVENUE |EXPEND REVENUE |EXPEND
DUES & FEES
Dues Retained By Council 4,000.00 4,000.00
Dues Pass Through Collections 12,550.00 12,550.00
14 |Dues | | | 2,446.51 0.00
16  |Supreme Council Per Capita Tax T24.50 1,057.75
17 |State Council Per Capita Tax 2,196.00 4,391.75
23.1 |Culture of Life - Dues 183.00 305.00
23.2 |Culture of Life - Members 232.50 339.00
24.1 |Holy Cross Services - Dues 549.00 0.00
24.2 |Holy Cross Services - Members 436.00 0.00
25 _|Catholic Advertising 10:3.50 379.50
28 [Financial Sec Salary §23.50 0.00
48 |Sacred Heart Fund 744.00 1,455.00
51 |KoC State 10 for Charity 1,150.00 1,020.00
52 |Patron Supporter | Newsletter/etc. 1,045.00 517.99
8020 |Lansing Columbian Assn. Dues 1,647.00 0.00
Sub Total DUES & PASS THROUGH 16,5650.00 | 16,500.00 |- 12,280.51 9,465.99 16,550.00 16,500.00
15 |Initiation Fees 0.00 0.00
18 |Dues Assistance 0.00 0.00
19 |First Degree Exemplifications 0.00 0.00
20  |Unregtricted Donations | 1,150.00 1,150.00 965.02 0.00 1,150.00 1,150.00
PayPal fees Iy ? 0.00 0.00
COUNCIL EXPENSES
26 |DISTRICT FUND | 500.00 0.00 0.00 500.00
29 |Grand Knight Expenses 1,200.00 | - 0.00 1,000.00 1,200.00
32 [Postage 1,500.00 | - 0.00 946.76 1,5600.00
33 |Office Supplies 1,200.00 | - 0.00 B44.34 1,200.00
34  |Officer Shiris / Name Badges 300.00 | - 0.00 184.37 300.00
36 |State Membership Tribute Dinner 200.00 0.00 0.00 200.00
37 |State Conwvention (2) Delegates 2,000.00 0.00 2,000.00 2,000.00
38.1 |Council Chaplain 1,000.00 0.00 200.00 4,000.00
38.2 |Deputy Grand Knight 500.00 0.00 0.00 500.00
39  |Miscelleanous / Other Expenses 1,000.00 0.00 86.99 4,000.00
40 |Bank Expense 300.00 0.00 0.00 300.00
42  |Misc. Printing, Advertising, Other 300.00 | - 0.00 287.34 300.00
43  |Bowling Teams/Ads/etc. 0.00 150.00
61-76 | DINNERS
61 |Clergy Appreciation 0.00 0.00
62 |Breakfast For Dinner 415.00 297.87
67 |Member Appreciation 0.00 664.72
68 |Steak Fry 0.00 0.00
69  |Walleye Dinner 0.00 0.00
70 [Taco Dinner 0.00 0.00
71 |Rib ! St Pat's Dinner 1,053.00 592.33
72 |BeerWine Tasting 290.00 107.71
73 |Smurf & Turf 0.00 0.00
126 |Rebates 0.00 0.00
Sub Total Dinners 7,000.00 5,000.00 1,758.00 1,662.63 7,000.00 5,000.00




EVENTS

77 [Council Golf Outing| 10,000.00 4,000.00 400.00 0.00 10,000.00 4,000.00
78 [Pinewood Open 1,400.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,400.00 0.00
79 |
80 [Chilli Cookoff 300.00 100.00 376.00 0.00 300.00 100.00
81  [Lugnut Baseball Game Tickets 975.00 1,500.00 T40.24 2,240.00 475.00 1,500.00
82 [St. Gerard Breakfasts 5,000.00 5,000.00 4,360.15 5,615.73 5,000.00 5,000.00
84 | |
85 [Bowling Tournament 300.00 0.00 0.00 300.00
86 [Christmas Party & Auction 5,000.00 300.00 3,805.00 0.00 5,000.00 300.00
PROJECTS
87 [RCIA Bibles 1,000.00 0.00 698.75 1,000.00
88  [Matthew 25:40 1,000 add to inclexp 8,500.00 8,500.00 8,477.86 8,270.28 7,600.00 7,500.00
89 M.l Tootsie Roll Drive 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,734.25 5,924.31 5,000.00 5,000.00
90 [Coats 4 Kids ProgramiFundraisers add inc. 1,000.00 2,800.00 0.00 3,061.24 2,800.00
k|
92 [RSVP Project 200.00 2,200.00 400.00 0.00 200.00 2,200.00
94
96 [Ulira Sound 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00
97 [Keep Christ In Christmas Billboard 500.00 0.00 0.00 500.00
98 [Keep Christ In Christmas Card Sales 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,043.00 639.25 1,000.00 1,000.00
99 [Domestic Church Display 0.00 500.00 0.00 270.83 0.00 600.00
CHARITY INCOME [ DONATIONS
101 |Restricted Donations 0.00 0.00
103 [St.Gerard Youth Group Donation 2,500.00 0.00 0.00 2,500.00
104 |Bibles & Flowers For Deceased 1,000.00 0.00 122.96 1,000.00
105 [State KoC Raffle 500.00 393.00 0.00 500.00
106 | SGC Various 4,000.00 0.00 400.00 4,000.00
107 _[Donations St. Vincents Cath. Charities 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00
108 [Big Man For Christ 300.00 0.00 0.00 300.00
109 [Diccesan Support 0.00 0.00
110 |Convention Ad 1,100.00 0.00 250,00 1,100.00
141 |Loaves & Fishes 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
118 [St. Vincent DePaul Food For Families 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,093.84 2,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
119 [ASAP/Shared Pregnancy 1,000.00 1,000.00 587.62 2,600.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
120 [Right to Life 500.00 500.00 0.00 500.00 500.00 500.00
122 |Donation to Councils 1,000.00 0.00
123 (Various 500.00 500.00 0.00 530.29 500.00 500.00
OTHER INCOME 0.00 0.00
124 |Interest On Savings / IRS Refund 500.00 404.70 0.00 500.00
125 |Pending DC 0.00 0.00
YOUTH ACTIVITIES)
130 [Spelling Bee & Essay Contest 300.00 0.00 0.00 300.00
132 |Poster Contest 200.00 0.00 0.00 200.00
133 [Free Throw Challenge 200.00 0.00 108.00 200.00
135 [HALLOWEEN PARTY 500.00 0.00 31223 500.00
8001 [LCA Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00
136 [Scout Lunch 358.00 104.28
TOTAL RECEIPTS / INCOME
AND DISBURS / EXPENSES 67,075.00 | 80,550.00 44.161.50 50,545.57 65,075.00 T9,550.00




Prayers for Sickness and Distressed

We firmly believe in the power of prayer, and ask that your prayers go out to those who are going
through difficult times — whether that is as a result of illness or other serious life struggles. Please pray for:

Mike Arens Terri Becht (wife of Dennis Becht) Jim Beckwith
Ron Cook Bob, Pam, Robert, and Jessica Chris Fox
Davies
Matt St. Germaine Patricia Humpsch Joann Klein (wife of Thomas
Klein)
Wanda Hicks (wife of Richard Tony Kolp Robert Nelson
Hicks)
Joe Kobus “Pete” Pline (wife of John Mike Schueller
Suckow)
Kristen McCue (wife of Michael Dave Thelen Ron and Joan Zerfas
McCue)
Kathy Stoffer Tim Powell

If you know of someone who is ill and recovering, or has passed away, please contact Grand Knight
Andrew Oliver by email at gk788@mikofc.org or at 989-430-2008. You can reach our Financial Secretary,
Richard Bierwagen, at 314-540-1726 or via email at fs788@mikofc.org or rjbierwagen@hotmail.com.

Fv. Pob.
FAREWELL“

."

Sunda , June 28 2026
12:15 pm in Fr. Weber Hall

Join us for food and help us celebrate Fr. Bob being our
pastor for the last 5 years, and wish him well before he
moves to his next Parish, St. Mary in Charlotte.

Fr. Bob will also be around after 7:30 am and 9:00 am, at coffee
and donuts for people to wish him well on his next assignment ©

Tl e



mailto:rjbierwagen@hotmail.com

Call for Volunteers

We are always in need of volunteers. Simply put — none of our events, nor any of our programs would
succeed without the incredible man-hours donated by our volunteers. All are welcome and all are encouraged
to get involved. Even an hour of your time, can make a World of difference to someone in need. So, if you find
yourself called to serve during please contact Deputy Grand Knight, Brendon Basiga at (517) 282-8351.

From the Newsletter Editor

June 15, 2026 is the deadline for content for the July, 2026 newsletter. If you have any questions, please
contact Don Cooper at (517) 648-1672 or djcooper517@gmail.com.

N
A TN



mailto:djcooper517@gmail.com

Bring your Worn Out American Flags
for a Proper and Dignified disposal..

Join Us on Sunday June 14th 2026 at
Columbus Hall as we gather to properly retire
worn out American Flags.

The Ceremony will be performed in the
Columbus Hall parking lot at 5300 N. Grand
River, Lansing MI and will begin at 8:00 pm.

The Honor Guard of Lansing Assembly 3334
and Bishop Albers Assembly 0496 will be
performing the Ceremony. Ice Cream and
Treats will be served immediately afterwards.

Lansing Assembly 3334 Bishop Albers Assembly 0496

SK Bill Currie 517.282.9029 ) SK Ken Watterson 517.881.0812

LT

curriewmm(@aol.com e aarrdy@sbcglobal.net




é%ﬁijé Richard Council 788

V Member Appreciation

Dinner & Program

v Hosted by Grand Knight

Andrew M. Oliver

Tuesday, June 23, 2026
Dinner @ 6:00pm, Program to Follow
Held at Columbus Hall

Join your fellow Richard Council Brother Knights and their families for
this once-a-year tribute to the Members, by the Council Officers, for
their dedication and hard work as we review the blessings of the past
fraternal year and the great works done by all. We hope to see you there!

Dinner @ 6:00pm
Enjoy the family friendly dinner menu
consisting of an adult entrée of BBQ
Country Ribs and Roasted Root
Vegetables, with a children’s selection
available.

Program and Fraternal Fellowship to
follow.

Program Highlights
Introduction of the Knights and
Families of the Months

Reveal of the Knight of the Year

» Reveal of the Family of the Year
« Introduction of the Past Grand

Knights, 50yr Members, Chili
Cookoff Winners, New Members,

Honorary / Honorary Life
Members, Council Officers

« Awarding of Charitable Funds

History of the Year Presentation



\’(/JOIN US AT COLUMBUS HALL FOR

THURSDAY JUNE 25TH \‘

Early Birds 6:00pm
’ Regular Games 6:30pm

\ Doors Open 4:00pm *. /

e Entry Pack $20
. . ‘ (includes regular games and a dauber) @
Buy-In for ALL Games $35
Extras, Early Birds, Jackpot Games, Charity

Game Tickets, Food & Drink
Available for Purchase!

Public Welcome
Credit Cards Accepted

Columbus Hall is the home of Knights of Columbus Council #788
5300 N Grand River Ave, Lansing MI 48906



€6
CANS FOR COATS”

Richard Council 788
Coats for Kids
Fundraiser

Cans for Coats program at 788 is a convenient way for
you to dispose of your returnable cans and bottles
while supporting Coats for Kids. Please place the
plastic bags, filled with cans and bottles, in the bins
behind the Club building. Volunteers will collect the
refundable deposits, and the Council will use those
funds to buy the coats, which will be distributed to

Providing Warmth to over
1 Million Kids Since 2009

Knights of Columbus

Coats
~ for Kids




Columbus Hall
Annual Car Show

5300 N. Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Ml 48906

< saturday, September 12, 2026

Car Show from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Registration from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM

$15.00 Registration Fee

Registrants receive a Burger Basket
Trophies for People’s Choice Award & Top 10 “Best of Show” Trophies

FOOD & BEVERAGES AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Air Conditioning & Restrooms Inside Hall

50/50 Raffle and Other Door/Raffle Prizes
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS Il

Car Show, Food and Beverages, and All Prizes Provided by the Lansing Columbian Association

Follow us on“acebook @ Knights of Columbus #788-Columbus Hall
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Club Open  |Club Open Club Open  |Club Open  |Club Closed
4-9 pm 4-9 pm
7 9 10 11 12 13
{Club Closed [Club Open Club Open  |ClubOpen  [Club Open  [Club Open [Club Closed
4-9 pm 4-9 pm 4-9 pm 4-9 pm 4-9 pm
General
Council Mtg.
7:00-8:00 pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
[Club Closed [Club Open  [Club Open  [Club Open  |ClubOpen  [Club Open [Club Closed
4-9 pm 4-9 pm 4-9 pm 4-9 pm 4-9 pm
Flag Retirement
ICeremony 8:00 LCA Meeting
pm 7:00-8:00 pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
{Club Closed [Club Open Club Open  |Club Open Club Open  |Club Open  |Club Closed
4-9 pm 4-9 pm 4-9 pm -9 pm 4-9 pm
Member Bingo Night
Appreciation 6:00 pm
Dinner
28 29 30
{Club Closed [Club Open Club Open
4-9 pm 4-9 pm
Fr. Bob
Farewell Party
12:15 pm** Fr.
'Weber Hall**

ALL EVENTS TAKE PLACE AT COLUMBUS HALL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.




Richard Council 788
5300 N. Grand River Avenue
Lansing, Michigan 48906

Chartered May 30, 1903

Knights of
Columbus’

Prayer for the Canonization of
Blessed Michael McGivney

Founder of the Knigbts of Columbus

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender
of the widow and orphan, you called your priest,
Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostie of
Christian family life and to lead the young to the
generous service of their neighbor. Through the
example of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son,
Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment
of charity and building up his Body which is the
Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us
to greater confidence in your love so that we
may continue his work of caring for the needy and
the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify
Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the
design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant
the favor | now present (here make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please report all favors received:
The Father McGivney Guid
1 Columbus Plaza
MNeow Haven, CT 06510-3326 - USA
wiww Lathermoghney org

Partng by Chus Fagen © Krghts of Columis



