
 
 

Richard Council #788 
June 2026 Newsletter 

 

 
Grand Knight’s Message: 
 
Dear Brother Knights, 
 
As my term as Grand Knight draws to a close, I want to express my deepest gratitude for the honor and 
privilege of serving our Council. It has been a true joy to lead such a dedicated group of men committed to our 
principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. I am profoundly happy to have served in this role and 
will carry the memories of our shared accomplishments and fellowship with me always. 
 
During the recent State Convention on Mackinac Island, there was a stunning and disappointing display in 
which a $8 increase in per capita was rammed through. A voice vote was called and it was questionable if the 
matter actually passed. It was deeply disheartening to witness how the matter was handled with little advance 
notice or meaningful discussion. An attempt to speak on the matter by PGK Andrew Wegener was ignored by 
State Deputy Barry Borsenik, and after the so called vote was called the behavior toward PGK was 
reprehensible. Following the events statements by State Secretary Vern Miron stating that “the Knights are not a 
charity” and that the increase is needed to pay for lavish trips to Las Vegas for state leadership are in direct 
contrast to the true intentions of the Knights of Columbus. While the Knights are not a charity, charity is a pillar 
of our foundation, and being a good steward of our money is paramount to secure the financial well-being in the 
future. 
 
Per capita is the fee the council pays to the state for each member of the council. In light of this sudden surprise, 
our Council has decided it will not be paying the additional dues this year. We will pay the old amount this 
year. We will instead be reevaluating a possible increase in our local Council dues next year to help compensate 
for the shortfall. More will come on a possible increase later. 
 
I see the events that happened as a call to action for the men of the Knights to get more involved. In order to 
change the cultural problems that were on display at the convention we need men to step up and go further in 
the Knights. There are open officer positions available for those who are interested in doing something more. It 
is a great first step in getting more involved and gives you a further ability to direct the forward motion of not 
only council 788 but where the Knights of Columbus goes in the future. The men of today will shape the 
Knights perception of not only our sons but the community at large. 
 
As we move forward, I am pleased to welcome Brendon Basiga, who will be assuming the role of Grand Knight 
at the end of next month. Brendon is a man of strong character and dedication, and I have every confidence he 
will lead our Council with distinction. I ask all of you to give him your full support as he takes on this important 
responsibility. 



 
Thank you again for your friendship, your hard work, and your commitment to the Knights of Columbus. It has 
been an honor to serve alongside each of you. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
 
Fraternally yours, 
Andrew Oliver 
Grand Knight 

 

RICHARD COUNCIL 788 
HONOR ROLL 

 
STATE OFFICIALS 

State Deputy 
Barry Borsenik (Fr. Norman Van Poppelen Council #7233, Birch Run, MI) 

District Deputy 
David A. Zerbe (St. Michael Council #7311, Grand Ledge MI) 

(Councils #788 Richard, Lansing, #7311 St. Michael, Grand Ledge, #11099 Msgr. John A. Gabriels, Lansing, 
#11694 St. Mary Cathedral, Lansing) 

Lansing Diocesan Chaplain Rev. Robert Bacik 
Former Supreme Director and State Director, 10 For Charities Thomas M. Wegener, PSD 
Past State Deputy and Supreme Regional Growth Director William H. Chassé, PSD 
Past State Deputy Richard F. McCloy, Sr., PSD 
District Deputy, District 515  
(Councils #6534 St. Peter, Eaton Rapids, #9182 Fr. Ken MacDonald, 
#11875 St. Mary, Charlotte, #13516 Ss. Cornelius and Cyprian, Leslie) 

Michael C. Schaefer, PGK 

State Director of Evangelization, Faith and Formation Christopher Wegener, PGK 
Supreme Council Field Agent Brennan Hayden (517-505-7300) 
       

RICHARD COUNCIL 788 OFFICERS  COUNCIL DIRECTORS & CHAIRMEN 
Officers meeting 6:30 pm first Tuesday of every 

month 
Business meeting 7 pm second Tuesday of every 

month 

    

 Membership 
Director PGK Chris Wegener 517-528-

5970 

    Recruitment All Officers & 
Members  

Grand Knight Andrew Oliver 989-430-
2008  Retention 

Captain 

PGK Chris Wegener 
517-528-
5970 Co-Chaplains Rev. Robert Bacik 517-323-

2379  

 Rev. Jon 
Bokuniewicz 

517-323-
2379  Retention Team PGK Ken Morrison 517-719-

4047 
Deputy Grand 
Knight Brendon Basiga 517-282-

8351  Retention Team PGK Michael H. 
Wegener 

517-331-
3959 

Chancellor PGK John Vatter 517-214-
1397  Retention Team PGK Chris Wegener 517-528-

5970 

Recorder Ken Watterson 517-881-
0812  Faith Director Mike Guyeskey 517-230-

8965 



Financial 
Secretary Richard Bierwagen 314-540-

1726  Vocations 
Director Mike Guyeskey 517-230-

8965 

Treasurer PGK Daniel 
Beachnau 

517-712-
4146  Community 

Director Eric Wegener 517-583-
0934 

Advocate Mike Guyeskey 517-230-
8965  Pro-Life Couple PGK Mike & Patti 

Schaefer 
517-242-
4961 

Warden Brian McLaughlin 810-618-
3236  Family Director (vacant)  

Inside Guard Eric Wegener 517-583-
0934  Matthew 25:40 PGK Mike and Vickey 

Wegener 
517-331-
3959 

Outside Guard PGK Randy 
LaLonde 

906-370-
3759  Youth Director PGK Dane Jurković 517-203-

9227 

1 Year Trustee PGK Michael H. 
Wegener 

517-331-
3959  Newsletter Editor Don Cooper 517-648-

1672 

2 Year Trustee PGK Ken Morrison 517-719-
4047     

3 Year Trustee PGK Chris Wegener 517-528-
5970     

       
  

LANSING COLUMBIAN 
ASSOCIATION 

 

 

 Meets Third Wednesday of Every Month @ 7:00 pm  

President Andy Goeddeke 517-202-
3618 

Vice President (vacant)  

Secretary Steve LaMacchia 517-323-
2463 

Treasurer Jay Corey 517-974-
6501 

Director Dave Schertzing 517-204-
4959 

Director Tony Kolp 517-706-
9242 

Director Mike Arens 517-230-
6531 

Dir. GK Andrew Oliver 989-430-
2008 

 
  



 
O u r   2 0 2 6   C o l u m b i a n   P a t r o n s  

 
Albright Chris  Fedewa Ronald  Ozanich Walter 
Basiga Brendon  Ferro Francis  Pavona Nicholas 
Beachnau PGK Dan  Freund Luke  Pollack Bernard 
Becht Dennis  Garcia Joseph  Powers III John 
Beckwith Clyde  Garcia, Sr. Daniel  Reyes Rosendo 
Bleicher James  Goeddeke Andrew  Robitaille Robert 
Bollman James  Goeddeke Drew  Roznowski Frank 
Brickner Robert  Goerge Hilary  Rybicki Richard 
Brogan Steve  Gonzalez James  Ryczek Richard 
Bruner Ronald  Grades Ronald  Schertzing Brian 
Caporale Vincent  Green James  Schertzing David 
Carey Mark  Headley Don  Schrauben PGK Lawrence 
Chassé PSD William  Hedley Joseph  Shaw William 
Cherniawski Frank  Holmes Edward  Shepard Michael 
Claeys Jeffrey  Johnson Gary  Sickler William 
Cole Scott  Johnson Terrance  Simon Harold 
Cooper II Don  Jusino Richard  Sohn Ken 
Corey PGK Jay  Kellogg Mark  Stafford Edmund 
Corey Val  Kolp Anthony  Stotenbur Daniel 
Costigan Christopher  Krause Richard  Suckow John 
Costigan Patrick  LaLonde PGK Randy  Swiderski Joseph 
Cotter Charles  Livingston PGK Corey  Szedlak Richard 
Crippen Matthew  Luedtke PGK Dave  Tellier Gary 
Daiss Timothy  Macksood Steve  Theis Dennis 
Dalimonte Lawrence  McCloy Sr. Richard  Thelen David 
Dart Douglas  McCrackin Michael  Vedder Erich 
Dewitt Mark  McDonald Robert  Warriner Keith 
Diaz Justiniano  McLaughlin Brian  Watterson Ken 
Diaz Mario  McQuillan Edmund  Wegener PGK Chris 
Downey Frank  Melton Phillip  Wegener Eric 
Doyle Michael  Miller Todd  Wegener FDD Michael 
DuMont Mike  Minich PGK Thomas  Wegener PSD Thomas 
Ellsworth Michael  Nicholson Robert  Wittkowski Paul 
Endres Richard  Noirot George  Yarsevich Carl 
Fedewa Duane  Ockert Gerald  Zerfes Ron 

 
Your generous sponsorship allows the Council to print and mail newsletters to those members who do not have access 
to email or the internet, as well as to distribute a supply of printed newsletters which are displayed in information 
racks at St. Gerard Church and Columbus Hall. Thank you for your support! 
(Names listed by Last, then First.  List updated June 1, 2026). 

 
 

  



Supreme Chaplain's Monthly Challenge 
“Whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me.” (Gospel for June 28, Mt 10:38). 

 
 Our fallen human condition involves a measure of suffering and trials. Our commitment as disciples of 

Jesus, Scripture tells us, necessarily means taking up our own crosses willingly. God will grant us the strength 
to endure all trials if we remain faithful, and our suffering can prove redemptive if we accept it and unite it to 
the passion of Christ. This doesn’t mean we can’t take steps to alleviate our suffering, but we are called to 
courageously bear our crosses, even when faced with persecution, and to thereby participate in the saving work 
of Christ.  
 
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:  

This month, I challenge you to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet each day with the intention of uniting 
your daily sufferings with Christ’s passion and in solidarity with all persecuted Christians around the world.  
 
Questions for Reflection:  

Do you carry your cross willingly, or do you feel it is forced upon you? Where do you turn when you 
need help with the weight of your cross? To prayer and the sacraments? To your family, friends and brother 
Knights? 

 

 
 

  
Sign up here to participate in the novena to receive each day’s prayers via email: 
https://www.kofc.org/get-involved/celebrating-america-250-anniversary/ 

https://www.kofc.org/get-involved/celebrating-america-250-anniversary/


 

 
 
 
 

Knight of the Month 
Don Coopper 

Family of the Month 
The Goeddeke Family 

 

Please consider attending the next council meeting, scheduled for  
June 9, 2026 at 7:00 PM at Columbus Hall. 

 
  



 
Program Director’s Comments 
 

June is a month of transition; as I move from my role as the Deputy Grand Knight/Program Director, 
into my role as the new Grand Knight, there is much to be done – all of which I am deeply grateful to accept 
and humbled to have received.  I continue to be privileged and excited about the opportunity to continue serving 
this generous Council into the future.   
 In addition to my transition, our Council is excited to announce that Brother Knight Brian McLaughlin 
will be taking up the reigns as the Deputy Grand Knight for the coming year.  Brian is a man of deep 
commitment and has always been willing to serve, all while attending to his young family.  We are very excited 
to have Brian join us as our incoming Deputy Grand Knight. 
 Brother Knight Don Cooper has gone above-and-beyond, as is his nature, and has generously agreed to 
be our new Warden and new Editor of the Newsletter.  I have known Don as a close, personal, friend for nearly 
twenty years.  He has always acquitted himself with integrity and the utmost professionalism – and I could carry 
on for pages praising his qualities. Suffice to say, we are grateful for Don’s enthusiasm and passionate 
dedication. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
 
Brendon Basiga 
Deputy Grand Knight/Program Director 
(517) 282-8351 
 
___________________________________________________________________ ________   
 
June, 2026 LCA President’s Comments 

 
Our recent Bingo on April 30th and our Cinco de Mayo event on May 5th drew in big crowds! I want to 

thank all the volunteers and everyone who attended for making these events both enjoyable and profitable. 

June is here and we are entering a slow period for LCA events as we all look to enjoy the summer 
weather. Our next event is Bingo on Thursday, June 25th and then the Car Show on Saturday, September 12th. 
Be sure to get both of these dates on your calendar and plan to join us at Columbus Hall. 

Please follow our Facebook page “Knights of Columbus #788 – Columbus Hall” or click the link 
https://www.facebook.com/61551675216747/.  This is a great way to stay informed of both council and 
corporation events. 

Andy Goeddeke 
LCA President 
(517) 202-3618 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/61551675216747/


Proposed FY 2026-27 Council Budget 
 As June is upon us, Council 788 will be voting on the bidet for the coming calendar year. We encourage 
all of our members to read through the proposed budget and attend our coming meeting to voice any feedback.

 



 
 
 

  



 

Prayers for Sickness and Distressed 
 

We firmly believe in the power of prayer, and ask that your prayers go out to those who are going 
through difficult times – whether that is as a result of illness or other serious life struggles.  Please pray for: 
 

Mike Arens Terri Becht (wife of Dennis Becht) Jim Beckwith 
 

Ron Cook Bob, Pam, Robert, and Jessica 
Davies  

Chris Fox 
 
 

Matt St. Germaine Patricia Humpsch Joann Klein (wife of Thomas 
Klein) 

 
Wanda Hicks (wife of Richard 

Hicks) 
Tony Kolp Robert Nelson 

 
Joe Kobus “Pete” Pline (wife of John 

Suckow) 
Mike Schueller 

 
 

Kristen McCue (wife of Michael 
McCue) 

 

Dave Thelen Ron and Joan Zerfas 

Kathy Stoffer 
 

Tim Powell  

 
If you know of someone who is ill and recovering, or has passed away, please contact Grand Knight 

Andrew Oliver by email at gk788@mikofc.org or at 989-430-2008. You can reach our Financial Secretary, 
Richard Bierwagen, at 314-540-1726 or via email at fs788@mikofc.org or rjbierwagen@hotmail.com. 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:rjbierwagen@hotmail.com


 
Call for Volunteers 

We are always in need of volunteers.  Simply put – none of our events, nor any of our programs would 
succeed without the incredible man-hours donated by our volunteers.  All are welcome and all are encouraged 
to get involved.  Even an hour of your time, can make a World of difference to someone in need.  So, if you find 
yourself called to serve during please contact Deputy Grand Knight, Brendon Basiga at (517) 282-8351. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
From the Newsletter Editor 
 

June 15, 2026 is the deadline for content for the July, 2026 newsletter.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Don Cooper at (517) 648-1672 or djcooper517@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:djcooper517@gmail.com


  



 

 



 
 

 



 



LCA  CORPORATION 
Columbus Hall 
Annual Car Show                             

5300 N. Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI 48906 

  Saturday, September 12, 2026 
Car Show from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

Registration from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$15.00 Registration Fee  
Registrants receive a Burger Basket  

 Trophies for People’s Choice Award & Top 10 “Best of Show” Trophies 
 

FOOD & BEVERAGES AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 
Air Conditioning & Restrooms Inside Hall 

 

50/50 Raffle and Other Door/Raffle Prizes 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS !!!! 
Car Show, Food and Beverages, and All Prizes Provided by the Lansing Columbian Association 

Follow us on         acebook @ Knights of Columbus #788-Columbus Hall 



 
 

 

Richard Council #788 
June 2026 

Calendar of Events 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
31 
Club Closed 

1 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 

2 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 
 

3 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 

4 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 

5 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 
 
 

6 
Club Closed 
 
 
 

7 
Club Closed 
 
 

8 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 

9 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
General 
Council Mtg. 
7:00-8:00 pm 
 
 

10 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 

11 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 

12 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
Club Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 14 

Club Closed 
 
Flag Retirement 
Ceremony 8:00 
pm 

15 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 

16 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 
 

17 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 
LCA Meeting 
7:00-8:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

18 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 

19 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 
 

20 
Club Closed  
 
 

21 
Club Closed 
 

22 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 

23 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
Member 
Appreciation 
Dinner 

24 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 

25 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
Bingo Night 
6:00 pm  
 
 

26 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 

27 
Club Closed 

28 
Club Closed 
 
Fr. Bob 
Farewell Party 
12:15 pm** Fr. 
Weber Hall** 

29 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 

30 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 

1 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 

2 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 

3 
Club Open 
4-9 pm 
 
 

4 
Club Closed 

 
ALL EVENTS TAKE PLACE AT COLUMBUS HALL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 

 

 
 
  



 
Richard Council 788  
5300 N. Grand River Avenue  
Lansing, Michigan 48906  
 
Chartered May 30, 1903 

 


